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Advent Alert



(When) Is lying ok?!
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Rahab 
and the 
spies

4



“Are you hiding Jews here?!”
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Hebrew Midwives
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Young men and women
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Would you shoot down the 🇷🇺 Jet?!
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EGW: Letter 20a, 1879, par. 7 

“We have to be very well armed in passing 
through the Indian territory. We have our 
wagons brought up in a circle, then our horses 
are placed within the circle. We have two men to 
watch. They are relieved every two hours. They 
carry their guns upon their shoulders. We 
have less fears from Indians than from white men 
who employ the Indians to make a stampede 
among the horses and mules and ponies.”
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Ty Gibson:    “Where do we go from here?”



SDAs 22 Million

Reality: 6-10 million
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8.2 billion



Attendance

50%
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Young Adults

4%
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ABBA





  Text      Interpretation 
Point A         Point b



  Text       Observation 

Interpretation





Inspiration
The Bible is written by inspired men, but it is not God’s mode of thought and 
expression. It is that of humanity. God, as a writer, is not represented. Men will 
often say such an expression is not like God. But God has not put Himself in 
words, in logic, in rhetoric, on trial in the Bible. The writers of the Bible were God’s 
penmen, not His pen. Look at the different writers. {1SM 21.1} 

It is not the words of the Bible that are inspired, but the men that were inspired. 
Inspiration acts not on the man’s words or his expressions but on the man himself, 
who, under the influence of the Holy Ghost, is imbued with thoughts. But the 
words and thoughts receive the impress of the individual mind. The divine mind is 
diffused. The divine mind and will is combined with the human mind and will; thus 
the utterances of the man are the word of God.—Manuscript 24, 1886 (written in 
Europe in 1886). {1SM 21.2} 



God: Revelation 

⬇ 

Man: Inspiration → Bible







Chiasms

The Structure of Meaning 

And 

The Meaning of Structure



CHI





John F Kennedy, 1961

Ask not what your country can do for you 

- ask what you can do for your country 

A B - B’ A’



— Lord Byron, Don Juan, (1824) 

Pleasure's a sin,  

and sometimes sin's a pleasure. 

A B - B’ A’



“Don’t let a kiss fool you,  
and a fool kiss you!”


ON A SATURDAY NIGHT . . . 

😚 😚



Ellen White (!)
“God is Love.” (PP 33.1) 

“The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no more. The entire 
universe is clean. One pulse of harmony and gladness beats through the vast 
creation. From Him who created all, flow life and light and gladness, 
throughout the realms of illimitable space. From the minutest atom to the 
greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate, in their unshadowed beauty 
and perfect joy, declare that 

 God is love. {GC 678.3}



Computational 
Theology

Oliver Glanz, Andrews University 

Ron Du Preez, 2014:  

“Hebrew Literary Structures in 
Ellen White’s Writings”



Bible Code
וְאֵלֶּה שְׁמוֹת בְּניֵ ישְִׂרָאֵל הַבָּאִים מִצְרָימְָה אֵת יעֲַקבֹ אִישׁ וּבֵיתוֹ בָּאוּ׃  

רְאוּבֵן שִׁמְעוֹן לֵוִי וִיהוּדָה׃  
ישִָּׂשכָר זבְוּלֻן וּבִניְמִָן׃  
דָּן וְנפְַתָּלִי גָּד וְאָשֵׁר׃  

וַיהְִי כׇּל־נפֶֶשׁ יצְֹאֵי ירֶֶךְ־יעֲַקבֹ שִׁבְעִים נפֶָשׁ וְיוֹסֵף הָיהָ בְמִצְרָיםִ׃  
וַיּמָׇת יוֹסֵף וְכׇל־אֶחָיו וְכלֹ הַדּוֹר הַהוּא׃ 

Every 50th letter in Ex 1:1-6: 

“TORAH”







Optic Chiasm

Radiopaedia.org



בְּרֵאשִׁית בָּרָא אֱלֹהִים אֵת הַשָּׁמַיםִ וְאֵת הָאָרֶץ׃
bᵉrēʾšiṯ bārāʾ ʾᵉlōhim ʾēṯ haššāmayim wᵉʾēṯ hāʾāreṣ:



“Light be” 

“Light was”





abba.design
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“The scientist is possessed by the 
sense of universal causation . . . . His 
religious feeling takes the form of a 

rapturous amazement at the 
harmony of natural law, which reveals 

an intelligence of such superiority 
that, compared with it, all the 

systematic thinking and acting of 
human beings is an utterly 

insignificant reflection.” 
- Albert Einstein

( Albert Einstein, The World as I See It, Secaucus, New Jersy: The 
Citadel Press, 1999, pp. 24-29. )

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/080650711X/thesecularweb/






“The laws of science, as we know them at present, contain many 
fundamental numbers, like the size of the electric charge of the electron 
and the ratio of the masses of the proton and the electron. . . . The 
remarkable fact is that the values of these numbers seem to have been 
very finely adjusted to make possible the development of life.”

- Stephen Hawking



Adam Jesus
Garden Garden
Friday Friday
Tree Tree

Thorns Thorns

Receives Breath Gives Up Breath

“Finished" “It is Finished”

Paradise Paradise
Romans 5:14 “Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come”



ABBA 
Chiastic Structures



Minimal Parallelism 

[word/concept]   A 

[word/concept]      B 

[word/concept]   A’ 
                          

 



Sufficient Parallelism 

[Word/Concept]   A 
[Word/Concept]     B 

[Word/Concept]       C 

[Word/Ceoncept]     B’ 
[Word/Concept]   A’ 

                          





Conceptual Chiasms 

Genesis 3: Origin of [earth] sin 

But . . . “sin” not in Gen 3! 
                          

 



Linear Correspondence 
Within a semantic domain 

[Word]     A      Cold 

[Word]        B   Snow 

[Synonym]   a		 	 	 	 	 	 frosty 
                          

   



JOHN 1: CHIASTIC INTRODUCTION 
 
	 A 	 1,2		 WORD WITH GOD 
	 B 	 3	 	 	 WORD’S ROLE IN CREATION 
	 C 	 4,5		 	 	 GIFT OF LIFE AND LIGHT 
	 D 	 6-8		 	 	 	 WITNESS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
	 E 	 9-10	 	 	 	 	 INCARNATION 
	 F 	 11	 	 	 	 	 	 	 HUMANITY 
	 G 	 12A	 	 	 	 	 	 	 BELIEVERS 

	 H 	 12B	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 CHILDREN OF GOD      

	 G’ 	12C	 	 	 	 	 	 	 BELIEVERS 
	 F’ 	 13	 	 	 	 	 	 	 HUMANITY 
	 E’ 	 14	 	 	 	 	 	 INCARNATION 
	 D’ 	 15	 	 	 	 	 WITNESS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
	 C’ 	 16	 	 	 	 GIFT OF GRACE 
	 B’ 	 17	 	 	 WORD’S ROLE IN RE-CREATION 
	 A’ 	 18	 	 WORD WITH THE FATHER



John 1:1-5 
In the beginning 		 was 	 	 the Word, 

	 	 and 	 	 	 	 the Word 	 	 was with 	 God, 
	 	 	 	 and 	 	 	 	 the Word 	 	 was 	 	 	 God.  

	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The Word 	 	 was with 	 God  
in the beginning.  

In him was		 life, 
And the 	 	 life 	 was the	 light of mankind. 
And the 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 light shines in 	the 	 darkness 
And the		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 darkness . . .



Joshua





Reference Conquest Inheritance Reference

1:1-11 God - Joshua:

“Conquer the Land”

God - Joshua:

“Divide and possess the 

land”
13:1-7

1:12-18 Joshua - 2 1/2 tribes Joshua - 2 1/2 tribes 13:8-32

2-5 Cross to Gilgal 

Passover/circumcision

Gilgal: Caleb’s 
Inheritance 14:1-15

6-8:29 Central Campaign Central Campaign 15-17

8:30-35 Shechem: build altar, 
covenant ceremony

Shiloh: Erect tabernacle, 
ceremony of casting lots 18:1-10

9-10 Southern Campaign Southern Inheritance 18:11-19:9

11:1-15 Northern Campaign Northern Inheritance 19-21

11:16-23 Took land, land rest Gave land, rest 21:43-45

12 Summary of Conquest: 
area of 2 1/2 tribes; other 

tribes
Farewell messages: to 
2 1/2 tribes; all Israel 22-24

Adapted from Richard M. Davidson, In the Footsteps of Joshua, 1995





Creation → Conquest 
Gen 1-11  Primeval History: territory according to their families | Terah, nahor, Abraham 

Gen 12:1-21:7  Abraham: YHWH’s Promise | Give | builds altar in Shechem | between Bethel and Ai; Hebron 
    military victory against enemy from north | sudden attack| Dan 

Gen 21:8-28:4   Isaac: Death of Israel’s founding father, Abraham | deaths | Blessings 

Gen 28:5-37:1    Jacob: story of evils of social and family discord (murder, lies, theft, abuse of aliens) 
      unloved wife; younger and older siblings 

Gen 37:2-50:26     Joseph: God rewards faithful obedience | faithfulness rewarded | disobedience punished 

Exodus 1:1 - 13:16     Exodus from Egypt: YHWH saves Israel from foreign land 
        king’s fear: Israel too numerous | magicians fail 

Exodus 13:17-19:2      Failure + Divine Grace in Wilderness: nation in migration | arrival at Sinai 
         date: 3rd Moon | meeting Jethro | complaining | water | Manna | Quail 

Exodus 19:3-Numbers 10:10     Treaty at Sinai 
   
Numbers 10:11-21:20     Failure + Divine Grace in Wilderness: Nation in Migration | Depart from Sinai 
         Date: 2nd Year | meeting Jethro | complaining | water | manna | quail 

Numbers 21:21-Deuteronomy 3:29  Victory in Moab: YHWH saves Israel in foreign land 
        King’s fear: Israel too numerous | magician fails 

Deuteronomy 4-11    Call to obedience: faithfulness rewarded | disobedience punished 

Deuteronomy 12-26   Laws for stability and justice: social and family strife (murder, lies, theft, abuse of aliens) 

Deuteronomy 27-34  Moses’ Final Words: death of Israel’s founding father | death | Blessings 

Joshua 1-12  Conquest of Canaan: Promise to Abraham is fulfilled | YHWH gives Canaan to Abraham’s descendants 
    Shechem Altar | battle in area between Bethel and Ai | Hebron conquered 

Joshua 13-24 Allotment of Land of Canaan: Territory according to their families | Tera, Nahor, Abraham 
                          
 

David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament 



Israel Enters Canaan 
1:1-18  Book of the Law of Moses: all the law that Moses gave this book of the law | Joshua gives orders  
  to Israel 

2:1-24  Encouragement from a believing Canaanite: Rahab hides spies | life spared | YHWH has given  
   into our hands the land | people melting | Rahab:  we heard, our hearts melted 

3:1-4:24  Jordan “stands up!” YHWH: Miracle of Israel crossing the Jordan to enter Canaan |  
   YHWH: gives Joshua puzzling marching orders | people follow priests carrying the  
   ark | YHWH removes barrier (earthquake?) | “stands up” so Israelites can enter Canaan 

5:1-15   Israel worships YHWH: Canaanites Disheartened | Circumcision | Passover |           
    Commander  of YHWH’s Army | Manna Ceases | Israel eats produce of Canaan for  
    first time | “on holy ground”               

 6:1-27   Jericho falls down! YHWH: miracle of Israel crossing over walls to enter and conquer  
    Jericho | YHWH: gives Joshua puzzling marching orders | people priests carrying the ark  
    | YHWH removes barrier (earthquake?) | “Falls down” So Israelites can enter Jericho 

7:1-8:29 Discouragement from a faithless Israelite: Achan hides Plunder | put to death | bad result  
   from Achan’s sin | Joshua discouraged | YHWH “has given us into the hands of the Amorites” |  
   Israelites hearts melted | “When the canaanites and the other people … hear: Israel  
   defeated 

8:30-35 Joshua leads ceremony at Mount Ebal: book of the law of Moses | Joshua reads “all the words of  
  the law” … “in the law” 

David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament 



Conquest (Joshua 9-12) 
9:1-2  All the kings of Canaan oppose Joshua as one: west of the Jordan | as far as Lebanon |  
  highlands | kings oppose Joshua as one, together 

9:3-27  Mercy for a believing remnant: Israel makes peace with Gibeonites: they come in submission 
   compelled by their respect for Yahweh, are spared 

10:1-15  Defeat of Southern coalition, led by king of Jerusalem: King Adoni-Zedek of Jerusalem 
   heard | he sent to | list of kings of coalition | kings gather together | to fight Israel 
   YHWH reassures Joshua: do not be afraid of them | I will give them into your hands 
   Joshua and entire army with him carry out surprise attack against enemy 
   Israel struck and pursued them as far as [name] and as far as [name] 

10:16-43   Ritual Ceremony at Makkedah, Conquest of 7 cities + all the kings of the south 

 11:1-15   Defeat of northern coalition, led by king of Hazor, king Jabin of Hazor heard . . .  
    he sent to . . . list of kings of coalition | kings gather together . . . to fight Israel 
    YHWH reassures Israel: do not be afraid of them; I will give them into your hands 
    Joshua and the entire army with him carry out surprise attack against enemy 
    Israel struck and pursued them as far as [name] and as far as [name] 

11:16-23 No mercy for hardened Canaanites: Israel makes peace with none but Gibeonites 
   all others come against Israel in hardness of heart - compelled by YHWH in order to 
   annihilate them - are destroyed | Hivites living in Gibeon ... made peace treaty with Israelites 
   

12:1-24 all the kings of Canaan whom Joshua conquered are listed one by one 
  includes kings west of the Jordan, from valley of Lebanon, in the highlands, Shephelah, 
  land of the Hittites | image of kings conquered by Joshua as shattered forces, falling to the 
  Israelites one by one; repeated 31x (once after each king) 

David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament 



Conquest of Canaan (1-12) 
1:1-18  1st Phase: no one able to oppose Joshua | all land west of Jordan will be given to Joshua 
  the Great Sea; Lebanon; land of Hittites 

2:1-24  believing Canaanite is spared: Rahab: Rahab sides with Israel, against own people; 
   makes agreement with with Israel | Rahab’s act of faith: Deception, spared 
   Rahab’s testimony: we have heard what YHWH did in Egypt … to Sihon and Og, 
   the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan 

3:1-4:24  Miracle of the stopping of the Jordan River 

5:1-15   Ceremonies at Gill, after Jordan Stopped 
    evening ceremony; YHWH commander and Joshua’s feet 
    kings’ “hearts melted and they had no courage to face Israel” 
    Israel’s humiliation is rolled away 

   6:1-27  Conquest and burning of city of Jericho 

    7:1-8:29  Faithless Israelite, Achat, put to death 

     8:30-35  Conclusion to 1st Phase: assembly of 12 Israelite tribes 

9:1-2  2nd Phase: kings of all the land west of the Jordan join to oppose Joshua 
  from along the Great Sea, Lebanon, including the Hittites 

 9:3-27 believing Canaanites spared: Gibeonites | Gibeonites side with Israel against own people 
   make agreement with Israel | Gibeonites’ act of faith involves deception; they are spared 

  10:1-15 Miracle of the Stopping of the sun 

   10:16-31 Ceremony at Makkedah, after sun stopped and victory achieved 
     evening ceremony; Joshua’s commanders and feet | “the 5 kings hid in a cave” 
     stones rolled to seal in kings 

    11:1-15 Conquest and burning of City of Hazor 

     11:16-23 Hardened Canaanites put to death 
       Israelites now allowed to take plunder and livestock 
       hearts of Canaanites are hardened; must attack 

      12:1-24 Conclusion to conquest: list of 31 conquered Canaanite kings   
David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament 



Rahab רָחָב - Joshua 2 
  

2:1a  Spies depart from Joshua at camp in Transjordan to get report of land 

2:1b-6  Spies arrive at Rahab’s house  
    Rahab sends king’s soldiers toward Jordan while hiding spies on roof 

2:7-13   Rahab asks for sign 
    asks spies to protect her family when Jericho is captured 

2:14-16  Agreement: Rahab helps spies escape (sign: rope) 
      Spies promise to spare Rahab         

 2:17-21a  Spies designate rope as sign before they leave 
     Assurance: Rahab and Family will be Protected 

2:21b-22  Rahab sends spies out (in opposite direction from Jordan) to hide in hills 

2:23-24  Spies return to Joshua at camp in Transjordan with report 

David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament 



Crossing the Jordan (Joshua 3-4) 
3:1-5  in Camp on east side of Jordan:  
  Joshua promises that YHWH will do great deed 

3:6-8 Joshua instructs priests to carry ark down to Jordan 
   YHWH instructs Joshua:  
   priests carry ark down to Jordan, promises to magnify Joshua 

3:9-17 YHWH stops Jordan | People begin to cross 
   Levites + ark remain in middle of Jordan 
    

 4:1-9    Setting up Memorial Stones 

 4:10-13  People finish crossing while Jordan is stopped 
    Levites + Ark remain in Middle of Jordan 

4:14-18 Joshua instructs priests to carry ark up out of Jordan 
   YHWH magnifies Joshua: 
   instructs him to command priests to carry ark up out of Jordan 

4:19-24 in Camp on west side of Jordan:  
    Joshua recounts mighty acts YHWH has done, memorialized by stones 

David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament 



Achan & Ai (Joshua 7:1-8:29) 

7:1-5  Ai defeats Israel:  
  people of Ai pursue Israelites and defeat them 

7:6-9 Joshua lies prostrate until evening before the Lord 

7:10-15 God’s directions for rectifying sin 
    

 7:16-26  Achan’s sin exposed and punished 

 8:1-2   God’s directions for conquering Ai 

8:3-9 Joshua spends two nights in valley as he prepares attack 

8:10-35 Israel defeats Ai:  
     people of Ai pursue Israelites, but this time are defeated 

David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament 



Allotment of Land of Canaan 
(Joshua 13-24) 

13:1-7  Introduction: YHWH’s challenge to Joshua, when he is old, to divide the land 
  Theme: the land that remains - whose inhabitants YHWH will drive out 

13:8-33 Transjordan tribes: their allotments outside of Canaan 

14:1-5  Levites will have no territory, only town in other tribes 
    

 14:6-15   Personal allotment for hero of Kadesh: Caleb 

   15:1-63   Non-Rachel tribal allotment: Judah 

    16:1-17:18 Rachel triple allotment: Joseph 

     18:1-10   Allotment at Shiloh: 7 tribes receive land by YHWH’s lot 

    18:11-28  Rachel tribal allotment: Benjamin-next to Joseph 

   19:1-48  Non-Rachel tribal allotments: Simeon (inside Judah) and others 

  19:49-52  Personal allotment for hero of Kadesh: Joshua: Conclusion of Shiloh allotments 

 20:1-21:45 Levites: their towns in other tribes and their cities of refuge 

22:1-34  Transjordanian tribes: their return to their allotments outside of Canaan, 
   Memorial Altar to commemorate their share with the tribes in Canaan 

23:1  Conclusion: Joshua’s closing challenge to Israel, when he is old 
-24:33 Theme: the land that remains-whose inhabitants YHWH will drive out

David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament 



Numbers 10:11-Joshua 24:33 
Num 10:11  Wilderness Journey: only Caleb and Joshua are faithful 
-21:20  only Caleb and Joshua are faithful to YHWH; only they will enter Canaan 
   at Kadesh, Caleb gave good report; he followed YHWH wholeheartedly; 
   promised he would inherit area he explored (Hebron area) 
   men from each tribe sent out to explore Canaan, including Caleb and Joshua 

Num 21:21  Conquest of Transjordan under Moses | Topic: war spoils 
- Deut 3:29  Transjordanian tribes must go with brothers into Canaan 

    victories take place from main camp at Shittim, opposite Jericho 
    almost entirely upbeat; isolated failure (Baal-peor) quickly remedied 

Deut 4-11  Moses’ exhortations to serve YHWH, in light of lessons from YHWH’s 
    past blessings and punishments 
    Narrative; Moses transfers leadership to Joshua 
    Blessings and curses; Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim 
    Moses not allowed to enter Canaan; will die “in this land” 

    

 Deut 12-26   Laws for life in Canaan 
  

Deut 27-34  Moses’ exhortations to serve YHWH: YHWH’s future blessings/punishments 
    Narrative; Moses transfers leadership to Joshua 
    Blessings and Curses; Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim 
    Moses not allowed to enter Canaan; dies on Mount Nebo, 
    after viewing land from top of Psgah 

Joshua 1-12  Topic: War spoils | Transjordanian tribes go with brothers into Canaan 
    Victories take place from main camp at Gill, near Jericho 
    Almost entirely upbeat; isolated disobedience (Achan) quickly remedied 

Josh. 13-24  Allotment of Canaan: only Caleb and Joshua are rewarded with their own allotments 
   Caleb and Joshua only two to receive personal allotments 
   Caleb recalls experience at Kadesh, his good report; he followed YHWH wholeheartedly 
   promise of inheriting Hebron area; given Hebron as the first allotment given in Canaan 
   brief historical note about Hebron; home of Anakites 
   Men from each remaining tribe sent out by Joshua to explore and divide up remaining land of Canaan 

David Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament 



?





“As the wheellike complications were 
under the guidance of the hand beneath 
the wings of the cherubim, so the 
complicated play of human events is 
under divine control. Amidst the strife 
and tumult of nations He that sitteth 
above the cherubim still guides the 
affairs of this earth.” 

PK 536.1



“The history of nations speaks to us today. To 
every nation and to every individual God has 
assigned a place in His great plan. Today 
men and nations are being tested by the 
plummet in the hand of Him who makes no 
mistake. All are by their own choice deciding 
their destiny, and God is overruling all for the 
accomplishment of His purposes.” PK 536.2



“The prophecies which the great I AM has given 
in His word, uniting link after link in the chain of 
events, from eternity in the past to eternity in the 
future, tell us where we are today in the 
procession of the ages and what may be 
expected in the time to come. All that prophecy 
has foretold as coming to pass, until the present 
time, has been traced on the pages of history, 
and we may be assured that all which is yet to 
come will be fulfilled in its order.” PK 536.3










