
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES THE LEADING POINTS OF OUR FAITH 

… that truth is to stand forever as the truth 
“When the power of God testifies as to what is truth, that truth is to stand forever as the truth. 
No after suppositions contrary to the light God has given are to be entertained. Men will arise with 
interpretations of Scripture which are to them truth, but which are not truth. The truth for this time 
God has given us as a foundation for our faith. He Himself has taught us what is truth. One will arise, 
and still another, with new light, which contradicts the light that God has given under the 
demonstration of His Holy Spirit. A few are still alive who passed through the experience gained in 
the establishment of this truth. God has graciously spared their lives to repeat, and repeat till the 
close of their lives, the experience through which they passed even as did John the apostle till the 
very close of his life. And the standard bearers who have fallen in death are to speak through the 
reprinting of their writings. I am instructed that thus their voices are to be heard. They are to bear 
their testimony as to what constitutes the truth for this time. We are not to receive the words of 
those who come with a message that contradicts the special points of our faith. They gather 
together a mass of Scripture, and pile it as proof around their asserted theories. This has been done 
over and over again during the past fifty years. And while the Scriptures are God’s word, and are 
to be respected, the application of them, if such application moves one pillar from the 
foundation that God has sustained these fifty years, is a great mistake. He who makes such an 
application knows not the wonderful demonstration of the Holy Spirit that gave power and force to 
the past messages that have come to the people of God” (1SM 161).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

… the leading points of our faith as we hold them to day were firmly established 
“Thus the leading points of our faith as we hold them to day were firmly established. Point after point 
was clearly defined, and all the brethren came into harmony. The whole company of believers were 
united in the truth. There were those who came in with strange doctrines, but we were never afraid 
to meet them. Our experience was wonderfully established by the revelations of the Holy Spirit” 
(18LtMs, Lt 253, 1903, par. 4-5).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

We are to hold fast the first principles of our denominated faith 
“One thing it is certain is soon to be realized—the great apostasy, which is developing and 
increasing and waxing stronger and will continue to do so until the Lord shall descend from heaven 
with a shout. We are to hold fast the first principles of our denominated faith and go forward 
from strength to increased faith. Ever we are to keep the faith that has been substantiated by the 
Holy Spirit of God from the earlier events of our experience until the present time. We need now 
larger breadth and deeper, more earnest, unwavering faith in the leadings of the Holy Spirit. If we 
needed the manifest proof of the Holy Spirit’s power to confirm truth in the beginning, after the 
passing of the time, we need today all the evidence in the confirmation of the truth, when souls are 
departing from the faith and giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. There must not 
be any languishing of soul now. If ever there was a period of time when we needed the Holy Spirit’s 
power in our discourses, in our prayers, in every action proposed, it is now. We are not to stop at the 
first experience, but while we bear the same message to the people, this message is to be 
strengthened and enlarged. We are to see and realize the importance of the message made certain 
by its divine origin. We are to follow on to know the Lord, that we may know that His going forth is 
prepared as the morning. Our souls need the quickening from the Source of all power. We may be 
strengthened and confirmed in the past experience that holds us to the essential points of 
truth which have made us what we are—Seventh-day Adventists” (Lt 326, 1905, par. 2).
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