
REMNANT RESEARCH 
_____________________________________________________________________________

THE CROSS AND THE 3 ANGELS' MESSAGE 

THE CROSS AND THE 3 ANGELS' MESSAGE 
The Final Moment of Christ and the Final Message of the Church
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The 3 Angels' Message of Revelation 14 fueled the Advent movement. 
It is the Gospel for the last days - the final message for the final movement.


Introduction


It was a Wednesday morning and I had planned to prepare for an upcoming presentation. My desk 
was clean, the trash was taken out (without being asked), everything was ready for a day of study. 
But my wife needed help with a project. All day! It was something that needed to be done and I 
quickly realized that I needed to reprioritize. In the evening, after the last tool was put away, I sat 
down to read my Bible - not for the presentation but for my heart. I couldn't believe my eyes! I was in 
the middle of a disciplined plan to read through the Gospels. At the time I happened to be in Luke 
23, and voila! A connection between the cross and the 3 Angels' messages opened up that I 
had never seen before. It's always a special moment when you read through the Bible and you 
arrive at the Cross. I still have to pause at that moment, silently pondering, silently wondering, at 
both humanity, myself, and Jesus.


The connection to Revelation is so important because the last book of the Bible contains the last 
message to humanity. For a long time I subconsciously separated the Gospel and Prophecy, treating 
them as distinct entities. On one side there was, in my mind, the Good News of Jesus Christ, and on 
the other side all the prophetic details, the 3 Angels' messages in particular. But here I sat, noticing 
the specific details of our precious 3 Angels' message right at the Cross! The 3 Angels' 
message shows up in lockstep during the most important event in human history and the ministry of 
Jesus Christ! I was excited! Revelation 14 is an effort to present and to offer humanity one more time 
the Good News of Jesus Christ!


The Final Moments of Christ and the Final Message of the Church 

Here the precise text for comparison and as a point of reference:


"Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to 
those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people— 7 saying with a loud voice, 
“Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made 
heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water" (Rev 14:6-7).

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Investigation

Fear God


"Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation [judgment]?" (Luke 23:40) 

Interestingly, this conversion of the thief on the cross is found only in the Gospel of Luke - which 
means he includes this special moment between sinner and Savior intentionally. Matthew simply 
reports, "Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same thing" (Mt 27:44). 
Mark is somewhat neutral about the two robbers, leading his readers back to Isaiah 53:12: "With 
Him they also crucified two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left. So the Scripture was 
fulfilled which says, “And He was numbered with the transgressors" (Mark 15:27-28). John is also 
neutral (and factual) with this short reference: "And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called 
the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 18 where they crucified Him, and two 
others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center" (John 19:17-18).


Luke himself emphasizes the precision involved in crafting his Gospel:


"Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been 
fulfilled among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all 
things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus" (Luke 1:1-3).

We say that the Devil is in the details. God is too:


Details strengthen the credibility of the Gospel and reinforce our faith! 

Luke's special contribution highlights several points of interest:


- The thief on the cross expressed his conversion publicly.

- Somebody closely watched the event unfold, reported it to Luke, who faithfully recorded and 
proclaimed it. Thief to thief, thief to Jesus, eyewitness to Luke, Luke to us.


So, I have to ask . . . In this sequence of proclamation on the cross, from the cross, thief to thief, 
thief to Jesus, eyewitness to Luke, Luke to us, the question naturally arises: Now what?! How, or 
rather Who will continue the proclamation?! Who will proclaim the proclamation? Are you a 
proclaimer? Do you pray for opportunities to proclaim?


We learn even more from the thief. When you fear God you . . . 


- acknowledge your guilt and 

- accept the judgment of God in your life. You agree with the verdict; that is, you declare yourself a 
sinner (in the hands of a loving God). Are you hearing the echo from Revelation 14:7, Fear God . . . 
Judgment?!


__________________________________________________________________________________________
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We have to pause here. This is pure gold! Our filth and dirt leads to the pure gold of the gospel 
because acknowledgement of guilt is the first step of a genuine conversion! Prompted by the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit I express my guilt without cover-up or sugar-coating of my life.


This is so Sermon from the Mount, Beatitudes 1-4: A sinner in contrite relation to God:


Matt 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven"

Matt 5:4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted!"
Matt 5:5 "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth!"
Matt 5:6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled!"

Question, hand on your heart, with heaven at stake: Do you recognize that you are a) lost, and b) you 
don't have to be lost?! You realize, right, that in the Gospel a) and b) go together - Thank God!
The Gospel offers us a double truth:

Without bad news no Good News; but with Good News one day no more bad news!

Amazingly (Amazing Grace!), for the thief on the cross it was a bit late - but not too late! I don't 
recommend you wait that long to turn to Jesus. Right now it's not too late, but there will come a time 
when it's too late, so if you turn to Jesus now, it's not a minute or a moment too soon!

The fear of God leads to repentance,  
and repentance leads to an immediate affirmation of salvation! 

Question, again, to you, personally, individually, You and Jesus: Do you today (not tomorrow, today) 
need this affirmation from Jesus? A confirmation directly from the Cross? Before it's too late? That 
moment when hopelessness and hope meet, when the friction of the Great Controversy becomes 
palpable, and hope wins! Dirt and cleansing. Life and death. Cross and resurrection! It's irrelevant to 
me right now if you've been a lifelong Christian or if you are in that phase of initial struggling with this 
thing called faith. You're here as a human. And I'm extending to you the offer from the Cross, of the 
Cross.


Turn to Jesus with your biggest problem and He will give you His biggest promise! 

Glory!  

"So when the centurion saw what had happened, he glorified God, saying, “Certainly this was a 
righteous Man!” (Luke 23:47).  

Revelation 14:7 uses the noun doxa, whereas Luke uses the verb doxazo. Same word family. But 
what is really intriguing is that an outsider recognizes Jesus for who He is. This is the second 
outsider at the Cross who gets it!


We give God the glory when we exclaim the true identity of Jesus  
- especially when no one else does! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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A fascinating reversal takes place here. While the thief recognizes his guilt, the Roman centurion 
recognizes the righteousness of Jesus! His righteousness covers our unrighteousness. His 
innocence stands up in the judgment in place of my guilt.


Let me propose that every human being on this planet earth needs this moment at the cross. We are 
all thieves, we are all robbers, we are all centurions. Not the Pharisee, not the Sadducee, not the 
Herodian, not the Elder, not the church-goer recognized Jesus, but a Roman centurion. There he 
stands, and moves from looking at self to the Savior, and up to God! From down to up! That's a 
profound change in the direction of one's life! From world to Heaven! From temporary to eternal! 
From question mark to exclamation mark!


The Second Coming of Christ  

". . . who himself was also waiting for the kingdom of God" (Luke 23:51). 


Maybe Joseph was not directly aware of the Second Coming of Christ, but in effect Joseph was a 
Seventh-day Adventist in the true sense of the word: Latin adventus Domini - the arrival of the Lord.


We are a busy people. We run to and fro. And now we are not only shooting for the moon, we are 
aiming for Mars. But in the end, believers are waiting. Believers are waiting for the end, for the 
Second Coming of Christ. It's not an aimless nor endless waiting though. We are waiting actively, 
proactively, in eager anticipation. We are waiting for the kingdom of God. We are waiting for a sin-
free, pain-free, death-free world! And we don't wait passively. We keep occupied until He comes. 
The wait is long but the wait will be worth it! "But he who endures to the end shall be saved" (Matt 
24:13). Hang on, and hang in there! 


Careful, though. My biology prof warned us. Don't live a once-then life. Don't live your life with an 
endless waiting for the next step, the next phase: Once I graduate from high school, once I graduate 
from college, once I get married, once I have a job and make some real money (maybe get job first, 
then get married?!), once I have kids, once the kids are grown, once I retire, once I - oops, too late.


Sabbath  

"That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near . . . And they rested on the Sabbath 
according to the commandment" (Luke 23:54,56). 

All 4 Gospel writers mention the Sabbath around the Cross. Notice the connection to Rev 14:12-13 
(commandments, rest, works): "Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, 
“Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they 
may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.”


Christianity systematically and persistently neglects the Sabbath, especially at the Cross. That's 24 
hours! We always speak of Cross and Resurrection, Cross and Resurrection. But between this Friday 
and this Sunday there is this Sabbath - these wonderful 24 hours of divine blessing from creation.

The Sabbath embraces Cross and Resurrection, and draws us close to Christ. Weekly! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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They say Sabbath-keeping is legalistic. Call me a legalist all you want, I'm loving this Sabbath thing! I 
come closer to Jesus! 


Sabbath is not just some rule - it's a relationship! 

It was on the Sabbath that Nicodemus understood Jesus and publicly confessed his faith.


The Sabbath draws us beyond the law to the Lord. 

Question: Do you have Cross and Sabbath in your life? Do you have a preparation day? A beginning 
and end of Sabbath? Yes?! If not, I invite you to start next Friday evening, with preparation for it 
starting . . . NOW! You won't regret it.


Death 


"And the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after, and they observed the tomb 
and how His body was laid" (Lukas 23:55). 

Death. The facts. Pure reality. Luke simply records what happened. Death here is simply that: death. 
And that's precisely why the Gospel record is so trustworthy, so reliable, so rock solid. There's no 
escaping of souls, no reincarnation, no Nirvana, no near-death-experience, no nebulous mystery. 
Just Life. Death. Burial. Period. The end.


Verse 56 is so final, and yet in a sense so normal: "Then they returned and prepared spices and 
fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment." They returned to 
their everyday-life, where everybody dies, where within 80 years, plus/minus, everything is over, and 
the survivors simply "return". It is precisely this cold reality of death, this apparent hopelessness, this 
presumed final end that the Gospel interrupts with the resurrection!


Only a real death means a real resurrection! 

The Gospel is full of surprises. The unexpected. And the impossible. Locked tombs, sealed by men.  
Silence. Darkness. Death. But then - an opening! A broken seal, the stone moved by an invisible 
hand, light penetrating the darkness. Sunday morning after Friday afternoon. Life and Death. Life 
after Death.


What humans close, Heaven opens! 

The farther Revelation 14 progresses, the more it is about life and death. If the Gospel is about life 
and death, so is the 3 Angel's message! And it's offer to trade your tomb for a resurrection still 
stands!


Proclamation by 3  

"Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 It was 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them, who told 
these things to the apostles" (Luke 24:9-10).  

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Three women are mentioned by name who proclaim the resurrection. I suspect this is a coincidence, 
but then again, are there coincidences? More importantly, it is women who first proclaim the 
resurrection of Christ! All Gospels exhibit a statistical uptick when it comes to women and the Cross 
and Resurrection. This only contributes to the credibility of the Gospels!


Ladies, question to you now. Nobody has to be ordained to proclaim Jesus . . . Are you proclaiming 
the resurrection of Christ to anybody? Are you?! God bless you!


Finale: Lukas 24:47-53 . . .  

In rapid succession, notice how the Gospel of Luke ends in relation to Revelation 14:


Verse 47: all nations - just like Revelation 14:6.

Verse 49, 51: height and heaven - just like Revelation 14:6.

Verse 52: adoration and home-coming - just like Revelation 14:7 and the rest of Revelation 14.

Verse 53: God.


The last verse of the Gospel of Luke demonstrates in real-time and real life what the 3 Angels' 
Message of Revelation 14 seeks to accomplish: a turning of humanity away from self and earth 
towards God. Persistently and relentlessly. After the most bitter experience (superlative!) a home-
coming with joy. Jerusalem! Temple! God!


We have a message that leads to life, to God, and it is for the entire human population! We have a 
message that constitutes the final offer to humanity. Constructive, solid, inviting, joyful, with a 
glimpse and a glance towards the world to come!


The final moment of Christ is the final message of the Church 
__________________________________________________________________________________________


Invitation: 1989 - Returning from the DDR 

It was Spring of 1989. No sign of the Berlin Wall coming down. At that time I was a theology student 
in Tübingen, Germany (Latin, Greek, Hebrew), and I was visiting a friend in the DDR, the Deutsche 
Demokratische Republik (German Democratic Republic). I don't even remember how I had met him. I 
wished I had kept in contact.


I arrived late on a Friday evening and didn't go to the police station to register, as required by law. 
Then I visited an Adventist church on Sabbath, on Sunday the police station was closed (imagine 
that, Americans!), and on Monday I failed to go, and on Tuesday I went back to West Germany. So, 
are you getting the picture - I am leaving the DDR without officially registering! No stamp in my 
passport!


Helmstedt border crossing. The train slowed down; then it came to a halt. Border patrol officers 
entered the train and checked everyone's passports and papers. They looked at my passport twice. 
Then they asked me formally, "Mr. Sorke, did you register your visit in the DDR?"


__________________________________________________________________________________________
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I didn't finish my feeble explanation. Some 6-foot men escorted my out of the train. They put me in 
an empty room (video cameras in each corner), took all my stuff, and left me for what seemed like an 
eternity. I kept looking at the clock on the wall.


I waited. And I waited. And I waited some more. Eventually they interviewed me, took all my East 
German money, and then informed me that I would get on the next train to the West (with the 
strategic use of the imperatival use of the future tense: "You will get on the next train!"). And that I 
was to never never again come without proper registration. 6 months later the wall came down.


But I was relieved. The border personnel could verify my identity and that fact allowed me to return 
home.


We, too, are approaching the border crossing. But this train is speeding up. It's checkpoint time, and 
your identity as a Christian is being checked. Are your papers and your passport stamped? Are you 
credible? Apology accepted, sins forgiven, come on home! Join the Roman centurion, join the thief 
on the cross! Join a mighty throng headed for New Jerusalem!


The next train - the last train - is coming in 20 minutes. We don't deserve it to be on the train, but a 
seat has been reserved in your name.


Welcome home is the message from the Cross, welcome home is the message from Revelation 14.


The Final Moment of Christ is the Final Message of the Church! 

Welcome home.


***

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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