
TOP TEN CRISIS QUOTES

O ften the Christian life is beset by dangers, and duty seems hard to perform. The imagination pictures impending 
ruin before and bondage or death behind. Yet the voice of God speaks clearly, “Go forward.” We should obey this 

command, even though our eyes cannot penetrate the darkness, and we feel the cold waves about our feet. The 
obstacles that hinder our progress will never disappear before a halting, doubting spirit. Those who defer obedience 
till every shadow of uncertainty disappears and there remains no risk of failure or defeat, will never obey at all. 
Unbelief whispers, “Let us wait till the obstructions are removed, and we can see our way clearly;” but faith 
courageously urges an advance, hoping all things, believing all things. {PP 290}


Hope and courage are essential to perfect service for God. These are the fruit of faith. Despondency is sinful and 
unreasonable. God is able and willing “more abundantly” (Hebrews 6:17) to bestow upon His servants the 

strength they need for test and trial. The plans of the enemies of His work may seem to be well laid and firmly 
established, but God can overthrow the strongest of these. And this He does in His own time and way, when He sees 
that the faith of His servants has been sufficiently tested. For the disheartened there is a sure remedy—faith, prayer, 
work. Faith and activity will impart assurance and satisfaction that will increase day by day. Are you tempted to give 
way to feelings of anxious foreboding or utter despondency? In the darkest days, when appearances seem most 
forbidding, fear not. Have faith in God. He knows your need. He has all power. His infinite love and compassion never 
weary. Fear not that He will fail of fulfilling His promise. He is eternal truth. Never will He change the covenant He has 
made with those who love Him. And He will bestow upon His faithful servants the measure of efficiency that their 
need demands. The apostle Paul has testified: “He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.... Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10. {PK 163-164}


D id God forsake Elijah in his hour of trial? Oh, no! He loved His servant no less when Elijah felt himself forsaken of 
God and man than when, in answer to his prayer, fire flashed from heaven and illuminated the mountaintop. If, 

under trying circumstances, men of spiritual power, pressed beyond measure, become discouraged and desponding, 
if at times they see nothing desirable in life, that they should choose it, this is nothing strange or new. Let all such 
remember that one of the mightiest of the prophets fled for his life before the rage of an infuriated woman. A fugitive, 
weary and travel-worn, bitter disappointment crushing his spirits, he asked that he might die. But it was when hope 
was gone and his lifework seemed threatened with defeat, that he learned one of the most precious lessons of his 
life. In the hour of his greatest weakness he learned the need and the possibility of trusting God under circumstances 
the most forbidding. Those who, while spending their life energies in self-sacrificing labor, are tempted to give way to 
despondency and distrust, may gather courage from the experience of Elijah. God’s watchful care, His love, His 
power, are especially manifest in behalf of His servants whose zeal is misunderstood or unappreciated, whose 
counsels and reproofs are slighted, and whose efforts toward reform are repaid with hatred and opposition. {PK 166}


It is at the time of greatest weakness that Satan assails the soul with the fiercest temptations. It was thus that he 
hoped to prevail over the Son of God; for by this policy he had gained many victories over man. When the will power 

weakened and faith failed, then those who had stood long and valiantly for the right yielded to temptation. Moses, 
wearied with forty years of wandering and unbelief, lost for a moment his hold on Infinite Power. He failed just on the 
borders of the Promised Land. So with Elijah. He who had maintained his trust in Jehovah during the years of 
drought and famine, he who had stood undaunted before Ahab, he who throughout that trying day on Carmel had 
stood before the whole nation of Israel the sole witness to the true God, in a moment of weariness allowed the fear of 
death to overcome his faith in God. And so it is today. When we are encompassed with doubt, perplexed by 
circumstances, or afflicted by poverty or distress, Satan seeks to shake our confidence in Jehovah. It is then that he 
arrays before us our mistakes and tempts us to distrust God, to question His love. He hopes to discourage the soul 
and break our hold on God. Those who, standing in the forefront of the conflict, are impelled by the Holy Spirit to do 
a special work, will frequently feel a reaction when the pressure is removed. Despondency may shake the most 
heroic faith and weaken the most steadfast will. But God understands, and He still pities and loves. He reads the 
motives and the purposes of the heart. To wait patiently, to trust when everything looks dark, is the lesson that the 
leaders in God’s work need to learn. Heaven will not fail them in their day of adversity. Nothing is apparently more 
helpless, yet really more invincible, than the soul that feels its nothingness and relies wholly on God. {PK 174}


T o us, as to Peter, the word is spoken, “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” Luke 22:31, 32. Christ will never abandon those for whom He has died. We 

may leave Him and be overwhelmed with temptation, but Christ can never turn from one for whom He has paid the 
ransom of His own life. Could our spiritual vision be quickened, we should see souls bowed under oppression and 
burdened with grief, pressed as a cart beneath sheaves, and ready to die in discouragement. We should see angels 
flying quickly to the aid of these tempted ones, forcing back the hosts of evil that encompass them, and placing their 
feet on the sure foundation. The battles waging between the two armies are as real as those fought by the armies of 
this world, and on the issue of the spiritual conflict eternal destinies depend. In the vision of the prophet Ezekiel there 
was the appearance of a hand beneath the wings of the cherubim. This is to teach God’s servants that it is divine 
power that gives success. Those whom God employs as His messengers are not to feel that His work is dependent 
on them. Finite beings are not let to carry this burden of responsibility. He who slumbers not, who is continually at 
work for the accomplishment of His designs, will carry forward His work. He will thwart the purposes of wicked men 
and will bring to confusion the counsels of those who plot mischief against His people. He who is the King, the Lord 
of hosts, sitteth between the cherubim, and amidst the strife and tumult of nations He guards His children still. When 
the strongholds of kings shall be overthrown, when the arrows of wrath shall strike through the hearts of His enemies, 
His people will be safe in His hands. {PK 175-176}
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T he faith that strengthened Habakkuk and all the holy and the just in those days of deep trial was the same faith 
that sustains God’s people today. In the darkest hours, under circumstances the most forbidding, the Christian 

believer may keep his soul stayed upon the source of all light and power. Day by day, through faith in God, his hope 
and courage may be renewed. . . . We must cherish and cultivate the faith of which prophets and apostles have 
testified—the faith that lays hold on the promises of God and waits for deliverance in His appointed time and way. 
The sure word of prophecy will meet its final fulfillment in the glorious advent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as 
King of kings and Lord of lords. The time of waiting may seem long, the soul may be oppressed by discouraging 
circumstances, many in whom confidence has been placed may fall by the way; but with the prophet who 
endeavored to encourage Judah in a time of unparalleled apostasy, let us confidently declare, “The Lord is in His holy 
temple: let all the earth keep silence before Him.” Habakkuk 2:20. Let us ever hold in remembrance the cheering 
message, “The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; 
because it will surely come, it will not tarry.... The just shall live by his faith.” Verses 3, 4. {PK 387}


T hroughout the history of God’s people great mountains of difficulty, apparently insurmountable, have loomed up 
before those who were trying to carry out the purposes of Heaven. Such obstacles are permitted by the Lord as a 

test of faith. When we are hedged about on every side, this is the time above all others to trust in God and in the 
power of His Spirit. The exercise of a living faith means an increase of spiritual strength and the development of an 
unfaltering trust. It is thus that the soul becomes a conquering power. Before the demand of faith, the obstacles 
placed by Satan across the pathway of the Christian will disappear; for the powers of heaven will come to his aid. 
“Nothing shall be impossible unto you.” Matthew 17:20. {PK 594}


T he way of the world is to begin with pomp and boasting. God’s way is to make the day of small things the 
beginning of the glorious triumph of truth and righteousness. Sometimes He trains His workers by bringing to 

them disappointment and apparent failure. It is His purpose that they shall learn to master difficulties. Often men are 
tempted to falter before the perplexities and obstacles that confront them. But if they will hold the beginning of their 
confidence steadfast unto the end, God will make the way clear. Success will come to them as they struggle against 
difficulties. Before the intrepid spirit and unwavering faith of a Zerubbabel, great mountains of difficulty will become a 
plain; and he whose hands have laid the foundation, even “his hands shall also finish it.” “He shall bring forth the 
headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.” Zech 4:9, 7. Human power and human might did not 
establish the church of God, and neither can they destroy it. Not on the rock of human strength, but on Christ Jesus, 
the Rock of Ages, was the church founded, “and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Matthew 16:18. The 
presence of God gives stability to His cause. “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man,” is the word that 
comes to us. Psalm 146:3. “In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength.” Isaiah 30:15. God’s glorious work, 
founded on the eternal principles of right, will never come to nought. It will go on from strength to strength, “not by 
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” Zech 4:6. {PK 595}


In order to succeed in such a conflict they must come to the work in a different spirit. Their faith must be 
strengthened by fervent prayer and fasting, and humiliation of heart. They must be emptied of self, and be filled with 

the Spirit and power of God. Earnest, persevering supplication to God in faith—faith that leads to entire dependence 
upon God, and unreserved consecration to His work—can alone avail to bring men the Holy Spirit’s aid in the battle 
against principalities and powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, and wicked spirits in high places. If ye have 
faith as a grain of mustard seed,” said Jesus, “ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it 
shall remove.” Though the grain of mustard seed is so small, it contains that same mysterious life principle which 
produces growth in the loftiest tree. When the mustard seed is cast into the ground, the tiny germ lays hold of every 
element that God has provided for its nutriment, and it speedily develops a sturdy growth. If you have faith like this, 
you will lay hold upon God’s word, and upon all the helpful agencies He has appointed. Thus your faith will 
strengthen, and will bring to your aid the power of heaven. The obstacles that are piled by Satan across your path, 
though apparently as insurmountable as the eternal hills, shall disappear before the demand of faith. “Nothing shall 
be impossible unto you.” {DA 431}


God desires His people to prepare for the soon-coming crisis. Prepared or unprepared, they must all meet it; and 
those only who have brought their lives into conformity to the divine standard, will stand firm at that time of test 

and trial. When secular rulers unite with ministers of religion to dictate in matters of conscience, then it will be seen 
who really fear and serve God. When the darkness is deepest, the light of a godlike character will shine the brightest. 
When every other trust fails, then it will be seen who have an abiding trust in Jehovah. And while the enemies of truth 
are on every side, watching the Lord’s servants for evil, God will watch over them for good. He will be to them as the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land. All who in that evil day would fearlessly serve God according to the dictates 
of conscience, will need courage, firmness, and a knowledge of God and His word; for those who are true to God will 
be persecuted, their motives will be impugned, their best efforts misinterpreted, and their names cast out as evil. 
Satan will work with all his deceptive power to influence the heart and becloud the understanding, to make evil 
appear good, and good evil. The stronger and purer the faith of God’s people, and the firmer their determination to 
obey Him, the more fiercely will Satan strive to stir up against them the rage of those who, while claiming to be 
righteous, trample upon the law of God. It will require the firmest trust, the most heroic purpose, to hold fast the faith 
once delivered to the saints. {AA 431}


"But he who endures to the end shall be saved"
(Matthew 24:13)
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